EDITORIAL                               No. 114        September & October  2014
At the time of writing this (the day after the activity came into force), there is, unavoidably, a considerable amount of additional traffic flowing in both directions along the B3181/Silver Street, to and from Cullompton as far as the Four Cross Ways roundabout. This is because of the resurfacing and patchwork repairs necessary on the road further on from that roundabout, up to Waterloo Cross and it’s being done in two separate stages.
Unfortunately, the work and diversion routes appear to have been organised by someone (or more likely a group of people) sitting behind a desk in an office, looking at a very detailed set of maps, who have absolutely no practical idea of the houses or businesses affected. For instance, the diversion sign placed on the B3181 at the Four Cross Ways roundabout says ‘Road Closed’ at that point, so in theory, no access to Culm Vale Garage, Muxbeare Lane, the Halfway House or any other businesses for the next half mile or so.
Further south on the B3181, the diversion sign at the first mini roundabout going into Cullompton sends the traffic not through Millennium Way, but into the centre of Cullompton – and straight on through the High Street.  Obviously, lorry drivers, even the Continental ones, have more sense than the people organising and wording the re-direction signs and are ignoring them by using Millennium Way exclusively in both directions. Not easy for articulated lorries with trailers, but logical.

Our local Neighbourhood Highways Officer, Willy Pike, is now tasked with trying to resolve the problems caused by ‘those behind a desk’, who have to consider cyclists and learner drivers as part of the diverted traffic. The contractors tasked with the work also have concerns about heavy vehicles passing too close to them.  So it’s all about the correct signs in the right place. Could it be that this should be another project for the Primary School, which has been asked to help out in the past in terms of making sensible decisions?     

My wife and I had words but I didn’t get to use mine.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
To save electricity costs by not having the toilet and entrance lights on all the time during evening bookings, we have had PIR detectors fitted, so the lights come on automatically when movement is detected during evening bookings. Please let us know if you feel the timings need to be changed. 
Our hall floor has had several repairs recently and is coming to the end of its life. We will be having one more treatment to it during August, but will probably have to look at replacing it completely within the next few years. In order to prolong its life, please try not to drop tables on it when folding them up and please do not drag chairs or tables along it. All chairs should be stacked in 5s at each end of the hall after use, not spread around all the walls as was done previously. This helps with cleaning.

We have had to have the shrubs taken up in the triangle of ground at the front of the hall, as their roots were going into the drains and causing blockages. If anyone would like to volunteer to keep this area planted with some flowers, please contact one of the committee. As the hall is getting older, it does need more and more attention. Many repairs are easier if they are done quickly, so please report any matters you think need addressing to one of us as soon as possible.

Bingos for the hall are still going well on the second Tuesday of each month. Come along and support them – we would be very pleased to see you. There are cash prizes for most games, meat dinners for 2 games and a special cash game, as well as a good raffle. The next ones are 9th September, 14th October, 11th November and the Christmas bingo on 9th December. The Tennis Club Christmas bingo will be on 2nd December.  After the summer holidays, a number of regular bookings will start again in September. These include Tai Chi, Keep Fit, Kettlebells and Scouts, Flower Arranging, Sharon French’s Craft Club and Upholstery. Details of the people to contact for more details are shown on the online diary.

We are continuing to experience a high level of bookings, so please make sure you book early if you wish to hire the hall. Details of dates already booked are on the online calendar at www.willandmatters.org.uk, but please contact Frances or me if you do not have online access and we will do our best to help. 

Bookings: Frances Wilcox -  email franceswilcox@hotmail.com  write to 35 Fir Close, or 07748 557107.  Treasurer: Carol Allan –email cbarwa@mail.com  write to 4 Orchard Way, Willand or 33828                             Carol Allan,  
Don’t drink doubles on a singles night.
DO IT YOURSELF   (PART 1)                

The headline is courtesy of Mr David Whitton - paid head officer of Devon County Council Highways.  What he actually said in an email was “In recognising that budget pressures may cause concerns for some communities, the Highway Service has been developing a community self-help scheme. This is to enable communities to carry out repair work using their own resources.”
It all came about because in Willand Old Village there is a very old fingerpost direction sign, which is listed as a heritage asset and therefore is meant to be looked after.  Apart from that, it is in the conservation area and subject to controls by Mid Devon District Council. The wooden bits were rotten, it was falling apart and a potential danger.  The conservation officer has tried to get DCC to repair it, as has the Parish Council.  The Parish Council and Conservation Officer have tried really hard but been given the run-around – getting a definitive response from DCC is like ‘trying to nail jelly to a door’, was one description.  The first tack was “it wasn’t theirs”, then we had “we don’t have a policy for doing these sort of things” – the usual “we haven’t got any money” and then one officer sent us a Department of Transport leaflet telling us what the Local Authority {DCC} should do but another  then said it wasn’t DCC responsibility.  We have collected nine different names at County Hall in correspondence on the subject – ten with Mr Whitton.  
The Parish Council and some individuals persisted and Mr Whitton’s response was – “I think that highway officers have been consistent in their responses on this matter, but that the continued communication flows from the fact that the recipients of the responses do not like the answer they are getting and have escalated the communications within Devon County Council, to the District Council and to the Member of Parliament.”
Anyhow, as Jethro would say “What’s happening is” -  our magazine editor is going to repair and paint the sign, giving freely of his time.  The Parish Council will pay him the costs of the materials and then we will put in a claim to our County Councillor Ray Radford, who has kindly offered to refund the cost from his ‘Community’ budget – or whatever it is called.  He then has to fill in forms for someone at County Hall to authorise the payment and then someone else will have to raise the invoice and probably someone else will send the money to the Parish Council etc. etc. I am sure you have the picture by now! Hang on folks, is this old chap going daft?  Surely Devon County Council is then paying for it to be done from their budget but they haven’t got any money to do it – or is it our money?                             Barry Warren
(Ah, but by doing it this way, it’s reputedly ten times cheaper than the County Council’s own estimate for doing the work. Ed).                                                                      
‘What if’ is always a possibility.
NOTICE BOARD

Hi Brian - Could you advertise a charity event in next month’s Parish Magazine, please. I’m holding a coffee and cake morning in memory of my dad, Buzz Hawkins, in aid of Macmillan cancer support. Friday 26th September, in the Village Hall, 10-12.00pm.   That day is being supported all over the country in memory of lost ones due to cancer. Thank you so much. 
                                                                                          Donna Hawkins.

Calling all willing local musicians!. Dust off your sax, find that long lost flute!! Musicians we need you!  Willand School PTFA are looking to hear from all performance-confident musicians to join an open mic event at Willand Village Hall on Sat 4th Oct. 7.30pm start.  An evening of an eclectic mix of music from local musicians … plus a bar! Please make a note in your diaries and get in touch with Genevieve Frost on 07739871692 or genandrobfrost@yahoo.co.uk if you are keen to perform. Tickets will be on sale in early September.   Many thanks,                                Karen Bendall

Join us for a Jolly Good Jaunt!

On Sunday 5th October, take part in either our 5 or 13 mile sponsored tweed walk. Enjoy a great day out starting and finishing in the beautiful Deer Park Hotel, with a free drink and hog roast upon your return. Wear some tweed and take part in aid of our new Day Hospice, opening soon in Honiton. Contact h.slater@hospiscare.co.uk 01392 688020 or visit www.hospiscare.co.uk for further information.

Hold your own ‘Big Devon Bake Off’!

Hold a bake off wherever suits you best, at home, school or even at work between September 13th and 21st. If you wish to take part, let us know and we will send you a goody pack containing score cards, certificates, invitations, bunting and much more. You can make it into a competition or simply a social occasion, get your friends and family together, have fun and ‘raise some dough’ for Hospiscare!  Contact  s.healey@hospiscare.co.uk 01392 688063 or visit www.hospiscare.co.uk for further information.

New ‘phone numbers.

Make a note there is a new telephone number for the Culm Voluntary Car Scheme inside the rear cover of the Mag.

There’s never a bad time to break good news.
DO IT YOURSELF  (PART 2)
If you can take it, there is another story about weeds.  The Parish Council asked last October if DCC were going to spray weed killer on their pavements and roads in Willand in 2014.  Our local Highways man and County Councillor asked the question of County Hall. We were deafened by the silence and so we tried again – they didn’t know, as they had to work out their budgets. In March/April the Parish Council were told that DCC were going to spray weeds – didn’t know when but we told them they were growing.  The Parish Council had to draw up a schedule of priorities and submit it to our Neighbourhood Highways Officer, who would make a bid to County Hall. Trouble is he wasn’t getting a response and the weeds were taking over in some places and dying of old age in others.  The council could not stand the suspense any longer and so arranged for the weeds to be sprayed and most of them have died.  It has been noticed that some residents have been cleaning off the dead weeds – thank you, as every little helps.  The exciting news is that we still do not know if or when DCC will spray weed killer in Willand so we put them out of their misery and told them we had already done it.
                                                                                            Barry Warren
100% guarantee to cure the common cold.  Self employment.

OLD VILLAGE GARDENS & ALLOTMENTS - 14/15th June, 2014
We just missed the deadline for the last Willand Magazine to let you know how the Open Gardens weekend went. This year the Willand Gardens were Church Lea, The Firs and Nonsuch, plus the Village Allotments. We welcomed 132 visitors and raised just over £900.00. Thanks to everyone for their help and to all our visitors.  All the money raised from the open gardens is donated to the following charities - Macmillan Cancer Support; Marie Curie Cancer Care; Help the Hospices; Carers Trust; Queen’s Nursing Institute; NT Gardening Careerships; Parkinson‘s UK; Perennial (Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent Society) and the Garden Museum.

The date for the NGS open weekend in 2015 is Saturday and Sunday, the 27th and 28th June. There is a lot of work getting everything ready, but on the day it is all worthwhile. Our visitors are so appreciative and love visiting our gardens and allotments. 

We will have two new gardens for next year, but would welcome more. If you would like to join us and open your garden, please contact me (Dorothy Anderson, 01884 33415, email dorothyanderson321@btinternet.com
                                                                         Thank you,  Dorothy Anderson
The irony of life is that, by the time you are old enough to know your way around, you’re not going anywhere.
FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Sadly we have lost two Parish Councillors.   Jim Myers has helped the village in many very practical ways such as clearing the footpath between the village and the Garage and also doing a lot of preparatory work on clearing the Gables site.  This is in addition to his contribution to the work of the Parish Council. And we thank him for his hard work and support.  
David Thompson is a Health and Safety consultant and has helped us immensely in understanding our responsibilities related to employment law and putting in procedures for the future.  He has also advised us on the issues we will encounter as the Gables project goes ahead. Again, our thanks to David for his contribution to the life of the village.

So, we are now looking for replacement councillors.  We have a number of interesting areas we are working on at the moment:

Environment 

We have regular village walks to identify areas which need attention, looking for overgrown footpaths, excessive weeds, broken paving stones, potholes and checking the quality of the grass cutting amongst other areas.  We work with Mid Devon and Devon County to resolve the problems using our own resources where needed.  We also manage the cemetery and make sure  is kept in good condition and we make sure that the churchyard is kept in good order. 

Planning

Working with the Mid Devon Planning Department, we make sure that proposed developments are appropriate for the village and that planning applications are properly considered, with the views of the Parish Council passed on to Mid Devon.  We occasionally attend Mid Devon planning meetings where we feel a strong objection to a planning application is needed.  Sometimes this does not make us popular but we are respected for standing up for the village.

Futures

Whilst managing the issues of today, we need to keep an eye on the future and take a strong role on the Mid Devon long term planning.  We recently filled the village hall with residents concerned about proposals for major future developments and are currently working with Mid Devon on those concerns.  We are planning a number of things including an extension to the cemetery to make sure that we don’t run out of space.

Community

Our community work is concentrating on the newly acquired Gables site, where we plan to build a Health and Community Centre for the Village.  This is an ambitious project and will rely on individuals volunteering their skills and knowledge, including planning and project management, fundraising, communications and service delivery.  We will also need those who are prepared to paint, decorate, cut grass, etc.  The project is currently being managed by the Parish Council and we are setting up a charity so we can pass the day to day activities to a Management Board, whilst the Parish Council works on setting the direction and policy.   We work as a team of volunteers, with different members working in the various areas.  We like to achieve and also have fun.  We don’t take ourselves too seriously but we are determined to do the best we can for the residents.   

Does this interest you?  Can you give some of your time to help enhance our current community and develop it for the future? A considerable number have come together to try and save our village from further overdevelopment and we could continue that momentum. If you care about our village and want to play a part in making things happen, why not contact Tracy, our Parish Clerk on 01884 822914 or email on willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk.   You could speak with one of our current councillors – their contact details are in the magazine.  Come along to our meetings, meet us and find out for yourself what goes on.  You don’t need any special skills apart from common sense and we will provide training when it is needed.  We look forward to seeing you.                                                                                                   

                                                                                                  Ray Ursell
A dog gives purpose to a walk and vice versa.
POTATO PEELERS

You remember those potato peelers, with red string wound around the wooden handle and the metal bit about the same length?  Someone I know is looking for any unwanted versions of these or similar because they are going to teach children how to use tools in the woods, and the peelers are a good, safe way to get the children to learn and demonstrate safe practice with tools. (Any old hand drills would be equally welcome!)

If you have one you no longer need, or any other unwanted version, please let me know and I could pick it up from you or if you’re passing, please drop it through the letterbox. I’ll try and get an article about her work in a future Magazine.                                                                                                 Ed.
If it’s not your cup of tea, don’t add milk and sugar.

A WARNING…..

Mid Devon District Council Dog Wardens have recently received dog fouling complaints involving the Public Footpath which runs from Station Road in Willand, through the Industrial Estate and then on to Muxbeare Lane. Whilst it is a Criminal Offence not to clean after your dog  it is also antisocial, as the fouling often gets on shoes and on the wheels of bicycles and pushchairs. And then it gets carried into people’s homes. Flicking the poo off the footpath is unacceptable, as is picking up the poo and leaving it in a bag on the side of the path “to pick it up on my way back.”  If you witness somebody not clearing up after their dog please contact Mid Devon District Council on 01884 255255 
On a much more positive note dog wardens have had to deal with fewer stray dogs, this is largely due to the fact Mid Devon District Council are now able to offer dog owners a FREE dog microchip, however it is still the law to have identification on your dog’s collar whilst out in a public place. A simple identification tag on your dog’s collar with your telephone number on is sufficient.  If you would like your dog micro-chipped for FREE, please contact Mid Devon District Council on 01884 255255.       Jacqueline Taylor
CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY SHOW Saturday 20th September

Willand Village Hall is the venue for the Culm Valley MRC’s 6th Model Railway Show.  It’s open as usual from 10am until 4.30pm and for the 5th year in a row the cost is still only £3.50 for adults and £1.50 for children. There is of course free parking and wheelchair access to most of the hall.  

For his 2nd year as Exhibition Manager, local lad Malc Trump has been searching around the country to find top quality layouts which haven’t been seen in Mid Devon before and we always try to have layouts new to Willand, although there are always one or two we invite back, as they are so popular. An example is the “Shunting Puzzle” where anyone can have a go at shunting trucks into a set sequence; the kids love it & usually beat their Dads.

This year we have 16 layouts covering many gauges and not only the UK but also the continent.  We even have a tram layout, which adds to the variety.  The club’s layout of Uffculme station in O gauge is finally finished (it took a lot longer than we anticipated) & will be on show.  It should bring back memories to many locals as it has been built with advice from Tiverton Museum to ensure it is as accurate as possible.

Trade stands this year include, as usual, Ray Heard, who has two rooms covering top quality second-hand items at bargain prices in all the popular gauges, including overseas. The Burnham club have their private owner wagons covering most companies which traded by rail in the Devon & Somerset area, and new to us is Keith’s Bits & Pieces from Nailsea who sells – well, bits & pieces of anything to do with model railways!

The “Loco Doctor” will be there to repair or improve your locos, so bring them along for him to have a look at, (ideal if the kids train set is causing problems).  
As usual the ladies will be providing excellent refreshments with bacon butties, hot dogs, pasties, sandwiches etc. as well as tea, coffee and cold drinks.  

We hope to see you there on the 21st as the show is not just for enthusiasts but also a great family day out.   For further information about the show, the talk, or the club, visit our webpage www.cvmrc.co.uk or phone Malc Trump on 01884 840369 or myself, Peter Fosberry on 01884 821811.  You can email us at cvmrc@hotmail.co.uk
DO IT YOURSELF ( PART 3)
A number of residents have let the Parish Council know they are not too impressed with the grass cutting in the village.  There are two areas to consider here.  Mid Devon District Council [MDDC] cut the verges for Devon County Council [DCC] and they are funded to do this four times a year – it used to be six.  The reason for this is ‘the cuts’ - but there is one cut that is not being made - the grass.  When it is cut, it is so long and gets left to lie on the verges, blow into the roads and block the drains. They do not get cleaned so often due to the cuts, so then when we get heavy rain we get big puddles.  It then costs more money to clear the blockages. The Parish Council raise the issue and we then get a lecture on the effect of cuts.  Fortunately some residents have been cleaning up the excess grass which makes the area look better - thank you.

Most of the public areas around the village and the play areas are maintained and the grass cut by MDDC.  The one main exception is the Jubilee Parish Field.  The one half where the small goal posts and the play area are is owned and maintained by the parish.  Hopefully you will have noted that the grass is kept pretty well cut.  The other half of the field is owned and maintained by MDDC.  You will have seen  there are times when the grass in that area is so long that no one can sensibly play on it or clear up dog mess.  When it was cut, there was so much grass left it would have been better to have made hay.  The hedges could do with a cut as well, which would give a larger area to play in.  The state of this field made the John Twyford column in the Gazette recently, with a suitable picture of a football lost in the grass.

The lack of maintenance of this half of the field has been of concern to the Parish Council and some months ago they contacted the Chief Executive of MDDC with a view to taking over the field and maintaining it to the standard of the section of field owned by the Parish.  There was an acknowledgement and then no more.  Months later we asked a District Councillor to enquire as to what was happening.  Allegedly, it was discussed by the appropriate committee and apparently they decided to defer a decision for a year, then the new council, after the election, could make the decision.  No one at MDDC thought to tell the Parish Council.  One Parish Councillor saw the funny side when he said ‘the decision had been kicked into the long grass and lost’! 
It is that time again when the Parish Council has to remind some residents that hedges need to be cut if they are encroaching onto pavements and footpaths.  The full width of the path needs to be available, particularly as some Mums have double width pushchairs and we do not want them being forced out into the road or brambles bashing children in the face.  To those who have sorted their hedges - thank you.  If you have not done yours yet, please make the effort very soon.  Any help you can give to keep the village safe and tidy will be appreciated but please do not put yourself in danger.  Looks as if we need to do it ourselves!  Again!                                                        Barry Warren
Don’t cut down the hedge until after you’ve met the neighbours.

CAMEO

We have a very busy time ahead of us, but that's how we like it.  At our Coffee Morning on 1st November, for "Riding for the Disabled" charity, it will be possible to rent a stall on that day with the rent money going to the Charity.  We are off for an evening meal at The Exeter Inn on 10th September and on the 23rd we are going to Dunster Castle for the day. A Skittles evening at the Merriemead Hotel will be in October and a New Year Lunch has been booked for January at the Halfway House. 
Several members had a very interesting look round The Walronds. This 16th century house in the centre of Cullompton has, with help from the National Lottery among others, been completely restored and is well worth a visit. The huge stone fireplaces and lovely ornately decorated ceilings were amazing. Judith reported the Parish Council had finally secured the stable block at the Gables (which has been sold off to a private developer) for the use of the Village. A proposed Doctors Surgery, Pharmacy and other health-related projects, which should benefit both young and old alike, will hopefully now be able to be built. We have had a warning from the Police about a computer scam which is operating locally and has already affected one of our members. We were told never to give over bank account numbers, credit card numbers and pin numbers as, if it is a genuine call from your bank, they already have this information and do not need to ask for it. Ring the Police on 101 if you have any suspicious phone calls or e-mails.
We then had a  Speaker, Sue Vincent, who is a Living History Re-enactor. Sue lectures at Colleges, Universities and Schools, telling about our own Living History. She talked to us about the Women's Land Army and came dressed in 1940's dress and shoes and was even wearing a "snood" - remember those? The Women's Land Army was actually formed in 1914. Farming was very labour-intensive in those days and most of the young men were recruited into the Forces. These women were mostly middle class and had never done a day’s work in their lives. They reaped and sowed, helped with the haymaking, muck-spreading and looked after the livestock. Their work was vital for supplying the soldiers and horses fighting on the front lines. They lived on the farms, some were lucky and had good "digs" but not all. Most were housed in dedicated hostels in large country houses, village halls etc.  Then there were the Lumberjills. They lived and worked in the forests, living in tents and being self-supporting. This work was essential for supplying wood for trenches etc.  Without the hard work of these young women, who knows what the final outcome would have been. Their work was never officially recognised by the Government until the Queen Mother stepped in and personally wrote to each one to thank her for her contribution to the war effort. Finally, after all these years, there is to be a National memorial to the Women's Land Army at the National Arboretum  in Staffordshire. 
We had taken along items from the two world wars for a little exhibition, with members speaking about the exhibits they had brought along. We sang old wartime songs to finish off a very interesting evening.      Betty Penberthy 
COLDHARBOUR MILL  -  SPECIAL EVENTS and ACTIVITIES 
Sat 6th September: COLDHARBOUR MILL GRAND FÊTE !  – a fantastic day out for all the family!  Activities on the day will include: Car Boot Sale from 8.30am.  Fete from 10.30am (admission £3 per adult) with  live music, hot and cold food, car boot sale, military re-enactment group, the Rattlebox Theatre, the Bradninch Millers (Morris Dancers), craft and other stalls and lots of things for children to do. In addition, we have Tony Beard (the Widecombe Wag) to open the Fete for us.  In the evening, we are having “Music at the Mill” from 7pm.  £8 admission to include a BBQ.  Please join us for a good night out!!  See the Mill site decorated in hand-knitted bunting!!! If you have any queries please contact Jenny Border on 01884 243071. PLUS:  we will need LOTS of volunteers! – pleeeeeease contact Jenny to offer help, even if it’s only for an hour or two!

6th October – 28th November  SHIPPING THE SERGE  - Exhibition in the Fox Gallery, on loan from Tuckers Hall in Exeter.  There are panels which relate to the Culm Valley about the woollen cloth trade                                                                                                                                                          

October 26th:  AUTUMN STEAM UP  10.30am-4pm – with 100-year-old engines in steam from 11am & Victorian spinning & weaving machines in action!  Displays include model railways, dolls houses and the Millennium Tapestry Screen.  Visit the Mill Shop for yarns and textiles produced at the Mill along with goods produced by local craftspeople.  Refreshments available.  Free car park.
November 19th: AUTUMN QUIZ  - Uffculme Village Hall.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – please help to make a difference at this unique heritage site!  Volunteers are always needed for a range of activities including repairs, painting, gardening, sweeping, helping with school visits, working in the Mill Office and as part of the Steam Group.  For more information, phone or e-mail the Mill Office 01884 840960, info@coldharbourmill.org.uk  
                                                                                             Jenny Border.
The songs remain when the singer has gone.
PLEASE CAN YOU HELP?
I understand there are currently four vacancies on the Parish Council. As I’m sure everyone will appreciate, there is a considerable amount of activity going on (and planned for the future) in and around the village.  MDDC Planning Officers have already admitted they are ‘under-resourced /understaffed’ and with Central Government making changes to ‘the rules’ which now allow some houses to be built without planning permission or even notifying the Parish Council,  they then are having to scrutinise every planning application and decision to ensure everything is as it should be – for all our sakes. And with only seven volunteer councillors, they need all the help they can get (and a little bit of expertise would be a bonus). If you feel you can help, you’d be welcomed with open arms.

Whilst on this subject, you may be interested to learn the Parish Council Planning Committee will be discussing the application for 30 acres of solar panels in the field opposite Westcountry Car Sales at Stoneshill on Thursday 28th August at 7.00pm at the Village Hall.  If you would wish to make any observations on that application, they need to be sent to the Planning Officer at MDDC by Tuesday 3rd September.   Please be kind enough to send the Parish Clerk a copy of your views.                                                                   Ed. 

WILLAND UNITED CHARITIES – BIDS FOR FUNDING – 2014

Support to groups: the Willand United Charity (WUC) provides financial support to many organisations in Willand, to enable them to purchase vital items of equipment or assist in fund raising for a major development project. Financial support is allocated to organisations which work in the service of our village community.  Examples include, the Elderly People’s Lunch Club, Willand Tennis Club, Willand Rovers Football Club, Rockers Parent and Toddler Group, Willand Brownies and the Community Composting Scheme.
Support to individuals: in addition, individuals and families can receive special payments to relieve the suffering of those coping with distress, financial hardship, sickness or infirmity.  In these cases, bids can be made for financial provision for a specific need.  For example, the provision of an oven, funding to purchase a carpet for the front room, a grant for a struggling individual or family to take a recuperative holiday.  Those making bids for individuals or families need to make sure the need is especially pressing.
Size of grants: the size of grant allocations depend on a number of factors, including the funds available at the time of allocation (WUC is not a wealthy charity), the urgency of the need and the number of bids being considered.
Bids for grants: if you know of a worthy cause, be  it an organisation or a family/individual, and would like to make a bid for funding from the WUC, please make a submission in writing (between half a page to one page in length) to the Chairman (address below), by Saturday 11th October 2014. 

Rev’d David Lewis, Chairman of the Willand United Charities, 5 Buttercup Road, Willand EX15 2TX
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

In June, we visited Hestercombe Gardens for our annual outing and had a fine day to explore. Some of us visited the newly opened art gallery in the house. This was composed of very contemporary art, including one piece by Tracey Emin. The overall conclusion was that it was mainly a load of rubbish, but at least it made us talk about it! In June, we had a return visit from Johanna Westgate, who talked about Orley Common, a nature reserve near Ipplepen, where there is an abundance of wild flowers and butterflies. A couple of us actually visited it the day after the talk and it is well worth a trip, particularly as the Old Church House Inn in Torbryan does such lovely food. 

Our Flower and Vegetable Show was on 9th August and we had a fairly good turnout of exhibits, although it was disappointing to have only 2 entries in the children’s classes. We would like to thank Willand Art Club for bringing along some of their paintings. They show how much talent there is in the village. 

Mrs Sylvia Statham was the overall winner, taking cups for most points by a member for vegetables, flowers and overall, as well as the coveted Sealy Cup for sweet peas. Mrs Phyllis Sanders from Uffculme supported us well again this year and won the cups for most points by a non-member for flowers and all classes, as well as taking the Robert Bourne Shield for best gladiolus. Mr Heard, one of our allotment holders, won the Bussell cup for vegetables, Mrs Jenny Catley the Carter Cup for flower arranging and the Floral Art Certificate for her foliage arrangement, Mrs Joy Salter the Rose Bowl for crafts and Mrs Sally Holmes the Foster Cup for the best fuchsia. Mrs Sue Deane had the Salter Cup for a member who had not won a cup before and Mrs Margaret Atherton won the Peter Batchelor Cup for her foliage plant and also took the Certificate of Horticulture for the same Begonia. Mr Chris Catley had the Certificate of Horticulture for his tomatoes.

Why not try and put an entry in yourself next year? The more entries we have, the better the show. We need your support to both exhibit at and visit the Show. It does take a lot of organisation, but all the time spent by the exhibitors preparing is rewarded if people come along to admire their efforts. Numerous other Flower Shows in the area have stopped, due to lack of support. Please do not let this happen to Willand.

Our talk 10th September is on Aroids, we have a coffee morning on 13th September, the 8th October talk is on the history of The Old Well and on 12th November we will be hearing about decorating Killerton for Christmas. Visitors are welcome to attend any of our meetings for 50p.   For more details about the Garden Club, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01884 33828 or email me on cbarwa@mail.com.     Carol Allan, Garden Club Secretary
ST MARY’S CHURCH

Following the retirement of Rev. Rob Wilkinson on 6th July, the church is making the most of the challenges and opportunities of the vacancy period.  All Sunday Services and other church activities continue and newcomers are always welcome. Here are some of our autumn activities: 

Church Family BBQ, Sunday 7th September 12.30 in the Church Hall;

Harvest Supper, Friday October 3rd in the Church Hall, 
Harvest Festival Service, Sunday 5th October at 10.15am in Church;

Family Firework Party Monday 3rd November 5.30pm in the church hall;

The Village Remembrance Service Sunday 9th November 10.55am in church.

Coffee & Chat please feel free to drop in at the Church Hall, Rectory Close any time between 10.30 and 12.00 on Fridays, 12th September, 10th October and 14th November.

Messy Church  A time for families to get together and enjoy craft making, a simple bible story, songs and a meal in a relaxed atmosphere. Doors open at 3.30pm and activities start at 4pm. Finish time 6pm. All free, in the Church Hall, Rectory Close on the third Friday of the month.  Dates 19th Sept., 17th Oct. and 21st Nov. for the next three gatherings.

If you need our help in any way please contact the Church Wardens, Peter Thornton 33062 Andrew Metherell 821942.
RULL LANE FLOODING.
Following on from the letter in the last Mag, the landowner has cleared the ditch/gulley at the foot of their garden and D.C.C. anticipate putting in a gulley to feed the culvert which runs under the B3181 and on down to the river, in the not-too-distant future.  However, a recent heavy storm managed to wash a considerable amount of silt and mud down the lane itself, which is why there are blocked drains again…..                                                                          Ed.
CLUB 55
First I would like to thank those of you who came to our Coffee Morning on August 2nd.  We had a fairly successful morning although it was not very well attended.  We now look forward to our next outing, which will be to ‘Widecombe Fayre’ – this will be on Tuesday September 9th, leaving the Village Hall at 09.30am.  We will also pick up at Cullompton and we welcome anybody who would like to join us. For more information, please ‘phone me on 01884 38217,                                                          Margaret Atherton

You won’t know whether it does what it says on the tin 

until you open the tin.
TIPS TO KEEP YOUR DOG SAFE AT THE BEACH 

If you are lucky enough to live near the sea or are planning a trip to the beach with your dog, here are some tips to make sure you all stay safe.

· Don’t assume your dog can swim.  All dogs have to learn to swim just like us.  Some breeds are naturally strong swimmers, but other breeds (such as corgis and pugs) are not.  If your dog is not used to swimming then the sea is not the place to start, so make sure he doesn’t get out of his depth.

· Drinking salt water is a bad idea.  For some reason dogs do drink salt water, but it doesn’t do them any good and can make them vomit, or worse lead to potentially fatal salt poisoning.  Ensure you have plenty of fresh water in a cool or shaded place at all times. 

· Consider a life vest if you are planning to swim, sail or surf with your dog.  You can buy life vests for dogs of all sizes.  Waves and currents can quickly exhaust your dog, especially in cold water.  Some life vests also have a handle on the back, making it easy for you to lift your dog out of the water.

· Apply sunscreen to your dog– especially for dogs with thin or pale fur and apply to areas such as the nose and ears. You can also use high factor children's sunscreen.

· Don’t forget poo bags so you can clean up after your dog. 

· Make sure your dog has a collar, ID tag and preferably is micro chipped, just in case he gets lost.

· Don’t overdo it. Running on sand is more tiring than on grass, so don’t expect your dog to be able to run and play for as long as he might on his normal walk and start slowly, giving him time to warm up.

· Make sure your dog has a shady area to rest in and remember that sand can be scorching on paws on a hot day so make sure you have a blanket for them to lie down on.

· Be careful to avoid heat stroke – watch for signs of overheating such as excessive panting, drooling, coordination problems, vomiting and/or diarrhoea and collapse.

· If your dog suffers from arthritis or other joint conditions limit the amount of time he spends swimming in cold water.  He may think it is great fun at the time, but he will probably be very stiff and sore the following day.  They can also get tail strain from using their tail as a rudder when swimming, which can be very painful.

· At the end of the day check your dog over thoroughly for cuts and scrapes, rinse him thoroughly to remove salt and sand from his coat and paws and dry him to ensure he does not get chilled.

ST. MARY'S KEEP FIT GROUP 

I am sure we are all enjoying our summer break and this amazing weather but time to think of working off all that ice cream!!!   Our new term at Keep Fit begins on Wednesday 10th September, and we would love to welcome new people to join us.
During the last 12 months we worked every part of our body, many thanks to our amazing and encouraging instructor.  We welcome all abilities and ages from complete beginners to those enjoying regular routines and exercises. No booking is necessary, just turn up and join our happy, fun sessions. We meet in the Church Hall, Rectory Close, Willand, every Wednesday, 5.45 - 6.45p.m, term time.  Only £4 a session and no joining fee.   If you would like more details, please ring Shirley on 01884 821520.            Shirley Widdecombe
 

If you don’t drive your business, you will be driven out of business.

WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME

WE WISH TO INFORM RESIDENTS OF THE FOLLOWING:-
1. GARDEN WASTE COLLECTION CHARGE
Mid Devon District Council are considering charging for collecting "Your Garden Waste". This charging could commence October 2015. We are concerned as to the impact this may have on volume (a likely increase) and therefore, our capacity to process in terms of both Volunteers and Site capacity.  It would be prudent for us to plan so as to have a degree of readiness to action accordingly. We will keep you advised.
2. HEALTH & SAFETY

When we have a shredding session, there is equipment being used on site. We ask that you do not enter the site without our say so. Again, for the Health and Safety of us all - your Cooperation will be appreciated. 

3. INVITATION:- To all the residents who visit the site please meet  and have a chat with the composters any Sunday between 10am and 12noon. Or, some other time when you visit the site you see someone doing composting - have a chat and who knows  you may join us as a composter.  Although jobs require minimal training, there is a requirement to have a laugh, make comments and express opinions!!!! On this and that!!  Hopefully, you will find yourself saying that’s ‘doable’ by me!!!

                      Tony Mander - 
tony@tonymander.plus.com - 07980472242

JUNCTION 27

Most people are getting to the stage of just scanning over the articles in the newspapers about this now – it’s still there but each time now it seems to be highlighting some newly thought of concept. Rather than read what others are saying, you can ask your own questions at the Full Parish Council meeting on September 11th, when the three main representatives of the project will explain their views and be available for questions.                                  Ed.
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

First of all, it was with sadness that we heard about the passing of Jean Vickery on 15 July of this year at Somerville House.  Jean grew up at Quicks Farm, one of four children of Ernest and Florence Vickery, who farmed at Quicks from 1929 to 1955.  She became a willing and dedicated member of the Willand community, with the Willand Girl Guides, the Parish Church and Village Hall Committee amongst the organisations which benefited from her valued contribution.   When the History Group was researching for the Book of Willand back in 2006/07, Jean happily and generously gave us the benefit of her advice and memories on many topics, for which we remain grateful.  

September and October 1914: The Call to Arms

After the initial mobilisation of Britain’s armed forces in August 1914, the drive to enlist more men truly got under way in September, especially after Lord Kitchener launched his famous campaign to recruit a ‘New Army’.  The stereotypical image is of queues of enthusiastic men rushing to the recruiting offices but the process, certainly in Devon, did not necessarily flow so easily, and throughout the county, recruitment meetings were organised to encourage men to volunteer.  Willand hosted one such recruitment drive on the evening of 4 September 1914 at Somerville House, then the home of Mrs Rowe.  Before the meeting, the Boy Scouts of St. Boniface Home in Sampford Peverell had paraded around the village with their drum and fife band.  The resultant crowd was then addressed by various local dignitaries, including Mr Gregory, the Mayor of Tiverton.  As their rousing and patriotic speeches went on and darkness descended, the Boy Scouts held lighted torches to illuminate proceedings.  Afterwards, the crowd sang the National Anthem, and “A number of young men rushed forward towards the recruiting officer amid cries of ‘Up Bradfield’.  Others followed, and in a short space of time twenty-five had given in their names.  Forming up in procession, escorted by torch-bearers, and preceded by the Boys Scouts’ Bugle Band, they marched through the village, the scene being one that will never be forgotten by those who witnessed it” (Tiverton Gazette).  

Amongst those men from Willand who enlisted were: Geoffrey Tracey, Leonard Tracey and Reginald Rowe, who volunteered for the Royal Devon Yeomanry (Territorial cavalry unit) and Arthur Chick, Arthur Vinnicombe, Alfred T Govier, James Rugg, George Wilmot, Henry Trump and Fred Jordan, who all volunteered for Lord Kitchener’s Army.  The local church magazine noted that, “Some others who offered failed to pass the required tests.  But they did their duty, they offered; all honour to them.”
The following morning, the Boy Scouts and their band marched the new recruits to Tiverton Junction Railway Station, where  “A large number of relatives and friends of the recruits assembled, and marched with them to the station, where they had a very hearty send-off.  The general public crowded the down platform, the Scouts marshalling on the up-platform and the band playing until the train came in.  As the train left, detonators were exploded, cheers were raised for the recruits and finally the crowd with much fervour sang God Save the King” (Devon & Somerset News). Mr Mills, manager at Duchess of Devonshire Dairy, photographed the occasion, while refreshments were provided by Samuel Coxwell of the Railway Hotel, and Arthur Eveleigh, farmer of Park Farm, presented every recruit with a packet of cigarettes.  We know that over the next four years, of those Willand men who got on the train that morning, five became fatalities of war, one lost a leg, one would win the Military Cross for bravery, and another the Military Medal. 
By this time at least one Willand man had been in the thick of the action during the ‘retreat from Mons’ in late-August.  Alfred ‘Fred’ Bailey had grown up at the Halfway House, with his mother and stepfather, Selina and William Hookway, who ran the pub.  He became a regular soldier, as a sapper in the Royal Engineers and travelled to France with the British Expeditionary Force soon after the outbreak of war.  He later wrote to friends in Willand and described how: “I was in the great retreat from Mons, and had the luck to be at Landrecies when the German Army came there.  It was very ‘warm’.  We had to take our wagons and stores and make barricades with them and the bullets were like hail.  There were only 3,000 Guards there against a German Army Corps and the fighting was very heavy for five hours.  Fortunately, the German Infantry are poor marksmen and we had only 180 casualties, whilst the Germans lost 1,400.  I never thought at the time that we were going to get out.” 
While the young men of Willand answered the ‘call to arms’, the community as a whole sought ways to contribute to the war effort.  One opportunity was the Devonshire Patriotic Fund, which aimed to accumulate public donations to be used for causes, particularly to give extra financial support for the families of servicemen.  As early as 19th  August there was a meeting in the Parish Rooms to organise Willand’s contributions to the Fund, presided over by farmer, William Rowe, with a subcommittee of Lt Matthew (Woodlands), Revd Wood and Albert Chick, with Mr Chichester of Verbeer as secretary and treasurer.  Subsequently, house to house collections in Willand raised over £100 within a month.  As a whole, the Devon Patriotic Fund raised £40,000 by the end of November 1914 but despite the good intentions, the Fund ultimately proved unneeded because of adequate Government provisions for servicemen’s families and organisers struggled to allocate the money appropriately.
One repercussion of the war was the cancellation of local football.  On 3 September organisers of the Tiverton & District League met at the Railway Hotel, Tiverton Junction.  It was agreed that league football should be dropped until after the war because young men were required for the armed forces and it was, “not the time for football.”  During the meeting, Mr Vickery, the representative for Willand, noted the village would be running a Rifle Club instead of a football club, using a rifle range on Arthur Eveleigh’s land at Park Farm, and he invited other clubs to do the same and, “instead of having football competitions arrange shooting competitions.” His proposal was greeted with much enthusiasm. 
The people of Willand would have been well aware of the potential implications of the war, even during the early months. We tend to over-emphasise the ‘it’ll all be over by Christmas’ attitude; despite the generally optimistic tone of the local press, they were also willing to print pessimistic opinions.  One letter which appeared in the Tiverton Gazette on 22nd September 1914 emphasised the strength of the enemy and prophetically concluded: “It is not at all inconceivable that a remorseless deadlock might be maintained for months and months.”
                  James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison235@gmail.com)

AND FINALLY
From the 5th August to 11th November, a major artistic installation entitled ‘Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red’ sees the Tower of London’s dry moat filled with 888,246 ceramic poppies, one for each British and Colonial fatality during the First World War.   The first poppy was installed on 17th July by one of the Tower’s Yeoman Warders and there are currently approximately 200,000 in situ.  The remaining installation is the responsibility of around 60 daily volunteers, out of a total of 8000.   The poppies are available for purchase, via contact with the British Legion, but will obviously not be available until after the November memorial services. I had the opportunity to visit the display a couple of weeks ago and when one considers the poignancy of each poppy, the sight of it is unforgettable and very moving, even at that time when it was partially complete.
REGULAR EVENTS IN THE VILLAGE

Keep Fit
            
                     Mondays 10.00 am            W.V.H

Purelesque Knitting Group
         Mondays 1.45 pm              W.V.H

Willand Art Group                          Mondays 2.00pm   Meth. Chapel

Cull. & Dist. Flower Club                1st Monday, 2.00pm          W.V.H 

Tai Chi


                     Mondays 3.45 pm              W.V.H

Beavers


         Mondays 5.30 pm              W.V.H

Cub Scouts


         Mondays 7 pm                   W.V.H

Scouts 


                     Mondays 7.30 pm              W.V.H

Kettle Bell Pump

         Mondays 7.30 pm              W.V.H

Apple a Day (Diabetes Group)        2nd & 4th Tuesday 10 am   W.V.H

Flower Arranging                           Tuesday 1.15 pm               W.V.H

Willand Vill. Hall Bingo                  2nd Tuesday,    7.30pm      W.V.H

Tiny Tots


         Wednesday 9.30 am          W.V.H

Flower Arranging   

         Wednesday 1.15 pm          W.V.H

Ballet Lessons

                     Wednesdays from 4 pm.   W.V.H

Indoor Bowls Club                          Wednesdays,  7.00 pm      W.V.H

Garden Club                                     2nd Wednesday, 7.30pm   W.V.H

Mobile Library
  Four-weekly Thursday 10.15 am  Townlands

     “         “                          “      “            “        11.05 am        W.V.H

Methodists Coffee Morning    1st Thursday, 10.00am  At the Church

CAMEO                                          1st Thursday, 7.15pm        W.V.H

Karate



        Thursday 5.30 pm             W.V.H

Folk Dance Club                             Thursday 7pm                   W.V.H

Parish Council Meetings           2nd & 4th Thursday, 7.00pm    W.V.H

Wits



        Fridays 7.00 pm                 W.V.H

Cowgirl Twisters                            3rd Saturday,  7.30pm        W.V.H

Folk Dance


        2nd  Saturday 7 pm             W.V.H 

Youth Club Bingo

        Last Saturday 7.30 pm      W.V.H

Sunday Market                              1st Sunday     10.00am        W.V.H                             

Martial Arts


       Sundays 6.30 pm                 W.V.H

ADDITIONAL EVENTS
SEPTEMBER
Tuesday      9th         Club 55 Outing to Widecombe Fayre W.V.H. 9.30am

Saturday    13th         Garden Club Coffee Morning       W.V.H.    10.00am
Saturday    20th         C.V. Model Railway Exhibition    W.V.H.    10.00am

Sunday      21st          Tiny Tots Car Boot Sale               W.V.H.     11.00am

Friday       26th          Macmillan Coffee Morning          W.V.H.     10.00am
OCTOBER
Thursday   2nd          CAMEO Annual General Meeting. W.V.H.     7.15pm

Saturday    4th           PTFA Open Mic Event                  W.V.H.      7.30pm

Friday       17th          Blood Donor Sessions                   W.V.H.      1.30pm

Friday     17th    CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE NOVEMBER MAG.
Saturday   18th          Beavers Coffee Morning              W.V.H.     10.00am
